
Planning: The Wri.ng Assignment 

What	type	of	wri.ng	will	students	do?	

• Personal	stories	

• Academic	(research,	etc.)	

• Reviews	(film,	books)	

• Descrip.on	(physical,	scien.fic)	



Planning: Choose Media 

• Drawings	

• Photographs	

• Video	

• Music	

• Spoken	language	



Example Assignment 1: Illustrated Wri.ng

• Wri.ng:	A	student-generated	essay	or	story	

• Reading:	An	essay	or	story	they’ve	read	
	



Assignment 1 “Recipe”

Ingredients:	
	
• Student	wri.ng	

• Photos	or	drawings	
- Google	images	
- Open	source:	Pixabay.com,	New	York	Public	Library	
Online,	many	others	



Assignment 1 “Recipe”, con.nued

Instruc.ons:	
1.  Students	write	their	assignment.	

2.  Students/teacher	search	for	images,	or	create	drawings.	

Subs.tu.on:	
Start	with	a	picture	and	ask	students	to	write	about	it	and	use	
it	in	their	wri.ng.	



Student Example: 
Images  
with Essay



Example Assignment 2: Maps
	

• Geographical	points	in	a	story	

• Areas	of	interest	in	one’s	town	or	city	

• Historical	background	of	a	part	of	a	city	or	region	

• Tourist	sugges.ons	



Assignment 2 “Recipe”

Ingredients:	

• Online	or	paper	maps	

• Smartphones	with	cameras	

• WriUen	informa.on	
	
	



Assignment 2 “Recipe,” con.nued

Instruc.ons:	

1.  Locate	online	or	paper	maps.	

2.  Students	write	informa.on.	

3.  Students	add	images	to	the	map.		
•  They	might	use	smartphones	with	cameras		

	



Trees of Berkeley 
3	Tasks:	

	
–	Take	a	photo	of	the	tree.	
	
–	Ask	a	passerby	to	take	a	
photo	of	students	next	to	the	
tree.		
	
–	Write	2-3	paragraphs	about	
the	tree.	Then,	add	the	
photos	and	informa.on	to	a	
map	showing	the	loca.on	of	
the	tree.	



Trees of 
Berkeley, 
cont.



Trees of 
Berkeley, 
cont.



Trees of Berkeley

Complete	instruc.ons	at:	
	
	“A	Route	to	Communica.on:	Google	Maps”	TESL-EJ,	December,	2011	
tesl-ej.org/wordpress/issues/volume15/ej59/ej59int/	



If	you	don’t	have	access	or	.me	to	do	this	
with	an	online	map,	how	could	you	do	
this	without	computers?	



Example Assignment 3: Video

• Student	narra.on	of	a	story	

• Use	anima.on	or	pictures	

• Add	music	to	a	story	

• Shoot	live	video	and	edit	it	



Assignment 3 “Recipe”

Ingredients:	
• A	script	(most	important!)	
• Audio	recording	sobware	
• Video	edi.ng	sobware	
•  Images	or	video	

	
Subs.tu.ons:	
•  iPad	or	tablet	+	stylus		
• Drawing	applica.on	
•  Screen	mo.on	capture	applica.on		

	



Assignment 3 “Recipe,” con.nued
Instruc.ons:	

1.  Students	write	a	script	or	story	for	the	video.	

2.  Students	gather	pictures,	music,	or	any	other	parts	of	

the	video	they	want	to	use.	

3.  Students	plan	out	their	video	–	what	comes	first,	

second,	etc.	
• Use	a	storyboard		

	



Storyboard



Assignment 3 “Recipe,” con.nued
Instruc.ons,	con.nued:	

4.	Students	record	themselves	reading	their	story	or	essay.	

5.	Students	add	the	pictures	and	music	to	their	story	using	video	

				edi.ng	sobware.	

6.	Students	show	their	videos	in	class.	

	



Student Example:  “Chinese: My Language, My Iden.ty” 
 	

This	student	subs.tuted	some	parts	of	the	recipe:	

- Used	drawing	sobware	on	an	iPad	

- Recorded	her	drawings	“live”	using	Camtasia	

- Recorded	her	spoken	essay	

- Put	the	pieces	together	



“Chinese: My Language, My Iden.ty” 




For All Levels: Share Early and ORen 

• Provide	.me	for	learning	unfamiliar	media:	hands-on	

• Allow	for	play	and	sharing	at	early	stages	

• Ask	students	to	bring	media,	drab	wri.ng,	and	other	

ideas	to	class	

• Share	informally,	or	in	gallery	ac.vi.es	



Evalua.on 

How	can	we	assess	non-tradi.onal	works?	
	



Assessment  

• Do	the	assignment	yourself	to	understand	the	challenges,	etc.	

• Use	self-assessment	to	guide	teacher	assessment	

• Set	up	assessment	guidelines	in	advance	and	share	with	

students	

• There	are	more	ideas	at	“Assessing	Mul.modal	Student	Work”	

on	the	Kent	State	University	website	
	



Example Self Assessment

Take	into	account	the	comments	from	your	classmates	on	your	video,	my	
comments,	your	own	thoughts	about	the	process,	and	the	end	result.		
	
Describe:	
• What	you're	most	proud	of	
• What	you	learned	from	making	your	video	
• What	you	would	change	if	you	had	a	chance	
• A	summary	of	what	your	classmates	said	in	their	comments	to	you	
• What	grade	it	deserves,	and	why	



What are your ideas? 

Share	in	the	chat	box:		
• addi.onal	ideas	you	have	about	
mul.modal	wri.ng	
• ways	you	could	adapt	any	of	the	
strategies	and	assignments		
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